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Sport Officials- Are They Interplanetary Aliens?

Sports have long passed an age of courtesy, manners, respect, or even understanding.  We are in the new age where everyone is a target for our loud demand for perfection.  Perfection defined by me.  Professional sports liberate loud fans with alcohol and TV analyzes the minute until we know every rule inside out.  Instant reply builds confidence in believing that what we see live one time is the same as 12 angles from six cameras.  Athletes, sports writers, and team management are constantly searching for blame because something outside the player’s control is causing their performance to be less than perfect. 

Youth sports take all that is bad about professional sports and amplifies it.  Parents are substantially more dedicated to their child’s athletic success than the average professional fan.  Sure, not everyone is the same.  In fact, I am willing to bet that you are an understanding parent when it comes to dealing with officials.  We are definitely talking about the other person, not you (or me).

In case you have not heard it, sports officials are people too.  They are not perfect.  They are not identical.  They are you and I.  They have kids and sometimes they are kids.  Raised on professional sports, they have listened to the barrage of rude anger directed to the field or court.  Yet they are still willing to jump into the fray and referee a game.  Taking the risk that some overzealous parent will reach the boiling point and lose it, or simply listening as a rude parent entertains the other fans by demonstrating that abusing officials can be a sport all by itself. That is when you must wonder again.  Are officials really like you and I?  Could they be interplanetary aliens?  Why else would they volunteer, or even with pay, agree to receive the abuse that comes from at least 50% of the players, coaches, and fans.

There are millions of organized youth sport events every week in nearly every country.  Millions of officials try to create competitive fair play by equally enforcing rules for both teams.  Fair play where one team still will win and one team will lose.  As I often write, improvement comes with increased participation.  More parental involvement means more training clinics that may improve officials’ skills.  More parental involvement builds opportunities for increased recruiting of officials, sportsmanship development, and though parents are usually not from another planet, it could motivate a few new ones to give officiating a try.

Next time you are watching your young athlete, and you are absolutely sure that the other team was offside, cheer them on, give them your support, and congratulate them on an excellent game. I mean the official, not the player.  After all, they are just like you and me. 
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