Parenting Active Kids by Tim Cox, Education Road. 

Insurance: Are We Covered?
Every program or event needs multiple layers of insurance.  Directors, facilities, coaches, officials, and players can be protected against accidents, hazards, property damage, theft, and liability.  Have you checked your program?  If your coach says "we're practicing at Rag Tag Park", or the dance team is “performing at the Mall” this weekend, do you know if coverage extends to that facility or event?  I doubt it.  Once the bridge has been crossed, you can not go back. Every possible incident that you think will never occur is waiting behind the stage door and you will hear a variety of simple explanations. “Don’t worry; if you paid for insurance for basketball, it covers all activities.” Never trust the simple.

Your daughter kicks a ball out of bounds, and then another player goes after it and damages her ACL when she steps into a drain.  Best case is that the injured player has complete medical insurance and recovers.  An easy case is that the injured participant has no medical insurance, can not afford the medical costs, the team has no medical insurance (or is not covered at that facility), and the facility has signs posted everywhere that they are not responsible for injury. You feel guilty and help pay for an ER visit, a couple of doctor visits, and the injured knee is never completely repaired. 

There is no need to kick the worst legal case at you since a new one is created daily in courtrooms across the U.S. Of course you know the cliché, prevention is worth an ounce of cure and as often the case with clichés, it is true. Besides the fact that medical insurance would have provided the financial support to help repair the injured knee, the team’s insurance carrier or program may have required a site survey and prevented the accident.  The drain may have been noticed and repaired or at least marked with a warning.

What’s the estimate now?  40%, 50% of the kids in the U.S. are not covered with medical insurance. Various organizations throw out different numbers, but we know there are millions. I do not endorse anyone but national organizations are a good place to start for recommendations. They usually have the most to risk and can afford staff to facilitate programs. A web search will give you thousands of insurance carriers but little guidance. The National Alliance for Youth Sports has a cooperative agreement with Nationwide Insurance and the National Parks and Recreation Association works with Aon Associates, a division of Affinity Insurance. If your program does not have insurance, these might be good places to start.

The question is easy. Are we covered? Ask and ask often. If you have any doubt, ask for a copy of the binder.  If you travel to other facilities, ask about the specific site. If the teacher or coach seems interested but distracted by the question, maybe you can step up and volunteer your help to follow up and keep the coverage organized. Don’t be fooled by “o’l yeah, we’re covered”. Whatever it takes, get the facts before it is too late.

If you have questions, ideas, debate, or just a comment, e-mail twc@educationroad.com .
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